
 

 

Why is this 
important? 

What is the research 
about? 

TALE 

. 

We want to find out what 
teachers learn from the 

professional development 
they do with arts 

organisations, and how 
their students benefit from 

their teachers’ new 
approaches to teaching. 

Tracking arts 
learning and 
engagement 

There are big gaps in our 
understandings of the 
benefits of engagement in 
the arts. For example we 
know far too little about the 
ways in which teachers 
translate the things that they 
learn in specialist professional 
development programmes in 
the arts into new classroom 
practice. We have very little 
information about what 
happens to young people 
who study the arts, especially 
how visual and performing 
arts influence their life choices 
and decisions. Our study aims 
to fill this gap in knowledge 
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The Art’s Council’s Research 
Grants Programme 2015-2018 
aims to deepen knowledge 
and understanding of the 
impact of arts and culture and 
the complex role it plays in our 
experience as individuals and 
on the fabric of society.  

Who are we? 

The Royal Shakespeare Company and Tate both have very large programmes for teachers and 
students.   Both companies want to understand the impact of their work on students and teachers, and 
how they can improve it. The researchers at Nottingham have a longstanding interest in arts and 
creativity in education and work regularly with both RSC and Tate. All partners are committed to 
identifying principles and good practice that will help other school partnerships flourish.  We hope that 
the evidence from our study will also inform policy-makers about the long term benefits of arts 
learning.  

What is the research? 

We are working with 30 secondary schools across England, 15 with an existing relationship with the 
Tate and 15 with a relationship with the Royal Shakespeare Company. We want to maintain the 
connection over three years, visiting once a year to 

• interview and observe the work of two teachers (one of whom has been involved with the RSC or 
Tate) 

• interview 24 students in pairs or threes (8 who are in year 10, 8 in year 11 and 8 in year 12 at the 
start of our project). 

We will also conduct an online survey of students in years 10, 11 and 12 in the summer of 2016 about 
their arts and cultural interests in and out of school. 

How will we work with schools? 

We are committed to open dialogue with all participants, sharing findings, maintaining anonymity and 
ensuring, wherever possible, that the research process contributes to enhancing the quality of 
students’ experience in school.  We follow the ethical guidelines of the British Educational Research 
Association and recognise the importance of schools to their local communities.  Data collected for 
the project will be stored securely, and no names or personal details will be identifiable (alternative 
names / names of schools will be attributed) and confidentiality will be respected. Only colleagues 
directly involved in the research will have access to the data and for reporting purposes no personal 
information will be included. 

Research blog: http://researchtale.net Contact: Rebecca.Parry@nottingham.ac.uk 


